CL 2401: Introduction to the New Testament: 
History and Literature


Course Assessment

GEC and Course-specific learning objectives for CL 2401 are summarized as follows:

1. Students will learn to discuss a survey of New Testament texts as cultural monuments in themselves, in a non-judgmental and non-evaluative setting.
2. Students will learn general principles and strategies of literary and historical analysis through which they can come to appreciate the New Testament as the cultural product of a particular place, time, and genre.
3. Students will develop an enhanced ability to engage in cross-cultural cross-temporal comparison.
4. Students will acquire a basic understanding of another historical period, of its values and limitations.
5. Students will develop their critical and analytic abilities, as well as work on the clarity and precision of their writing.
   


Methods:

Data: An assessment of whether the above-mentioned objectives are in fact realized in the course is most easily and effectively made through an examination of the work students are actually required to do for the course. Their responses, e.g., to specific exam questions, such as comparisons drawn from different cultural-historical periods, can demonstrate their ability to think critically and to engage in cultural comparison. All exams will consist in part of questions that require extended interpretation of course material, which will allow assessment of students’ progress toward objectives 1 and 3. Both essays will text students’ critical and analytic abilities, the second in particular allowing for an assessment of the progress each individual student has made in critical and analytic processes in the course of the semester. With both the exams and the papers a random sampling of 10% of both the exams and the papers should provide an adequate assessment of whether the course is in fact living up to its goals. The random sampling will be photocopied and provided to the Teaching, Technology and Assessment Committee for examination, and the instructor(s) will act on the advice of the committee in evolving the course components. 
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